Chapter-2
TERRORISM AND ACT OF VIOLENCE

2.1 Meaning of Terrorism

Throughout history, power has more often than not been wielded throughthertror

is, by inciting fear. All despotic societies have been founded on fear, as heakeso
totalitarian regimes in the modern era. Sudsin to the established order and to
force has Dbeen most of humanki ndds sol e
freedom. Without reaching all the way back to prehisttssif ruled by terrifying

insecurity visa-vis nature, wild beasts, and other riba use of terror to govern

began at the very birth of organized society as a means of dissuasion or punishment.

Terrorism" comes from the French wdsdrorisme, and originally referred
specifically tostate terrorisnas practiced by the French government during theil1793
1794Reign of terror The French worderrorismein turn derives from theatin verb

terre meaning "I frighten”.The first Mesopotamian Empire that of Sargon of Akkad,

was founded on terror. The same was | ater
Assyrian, whose brutal methods of reprisal were intended to crush the spirit and break

the will. Announced with arlike violence, terror remains suspended like a sword in

times of peace over the heads of all who dare to rebel. In the despotic societies that
make up the major portion of historyos f &
and guarantor of masdedience. State terror, whether implicit or overt, has haunted

the centuries as warod6s bogeyman, the spec
set an example to constrain behavior without the necessity of fighting. The Mongols

and Tamerlane used terror this way to reduce cities without having to resort to

siege.

Hi storians of terrorism may point out the
of the French Revolution, when it is used in the year 1795 to describe the actions of

the Jaccobin clu in their rule of postevolutionary France, the so called Reign of

! https://en.wikipedia.org/titkkerrorism


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_terrorism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reign_of_terror
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_verbs
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Terror. Jaccobin are rumored to have coined the violence, social threats or
coordinated attacks in order to generate fear cause disruption and ultimately brings
about compliance with spiéed political, religious or ideological demands, but they
often neglect to add that, to varying degrees, the phenomenon was a constant of
earlier eras and has also been prevalent ever g\ftee.the Jacobins lost power, the
word "terrorist” became ar@ of abuseAlthough "terrorism" originally referred to

acts committed by a government, currently it usually refers to the killing of innocent
peoplefor political purposes in such a way as to create a media spectacle. This
meaning can be traced back Sergey Nechayevwho described himself as a
"terrorist”. Nechayev founded the Russian terrorist group "People's Retribution” in
18697

Indeed, terrorism, the principal aim of which is to terrorize, is a historically far
broader phenomenon than suggested by the
boils it down to the description or analysis of the illegitimate use of violence in
terraist-type activities. The fact that the most notorious instances of contemporary
terrorism have a religious dimension, notwithstanding their political aims, should

serve to remind us that this has also been true historically of most forms of terrorism.

Indeed, the religious point of reference was long central to most societies, and this
phenomenon has not yet exhausted itself. Nowadays, terrorism beats out guerrilla
warfare as the preferred and practically exclusive weapon of the weak against the
strong. ts primary target is the mind. In that sense, terrorism is the most violent form

of psychological warfare, and its psychological impact is commonly understood to be
far greater than its physical effects. Stooping to often pathetic means, terrorism is a
way of creating power in the hope of seizing from below that which the state wields

from on high.
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2.2 Definitions

The concept of terrorism may itself controversial as it is often used by state authorities

to delegitimize political or other opponentsand potei al | 'y | egi ti mi ze |
use of armed force against opponents such use of force may itself be described as
Aiterroro by opponents of the state. Var i
use different definitions of terrorism in their natioegislation. The difficulty in
defining 6terrorismbéb is in agreeing on a
(directed at whom, by whom for what ends) is legitimate, therefore the modern
definition of terrorism is inherently controversial. Thejondy of definition in use

has been written by agencies directly associated with government, and is
systematically biased to exclude governments from the definition. The definition of
terrorism has proved controversial various legal system and goveragemties use

different definition of terrorism in other domestic legislation. Moreover international
community has been slow the formulate a universally accepted or agreed, legally

binding definition of this offence.

I n modern ti mes, efer® toetherkidimgiokimmécenu peapke by &y r
private group in such a way as to create a media spectacle.

2.2.1 Dictionary

TheBl ackb6s Lawlelfiicnteisonéatreyr r ori smé as the u

intimidate or cause panic, especially as a means of affecting political cénduct.
According to theDxford Dictionary, t he term &6 Terrori smbé i mpl i

AUse of Terror epsuprepco sael sloy. flotr fpuorltihteirc ad |l &
uses violence to cause terror for political ends. Needless to point out that both
60Terrorismdé and OTerroristd are the noun

term?
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Standard dictionaries try to dediterrorism as under:

NnThe use of terror as a means of coerci ¢

apprehension.

A

Webster os New Dictionary 1981 states t €
Terrorism] the act of terrorizing; use of force or threatdemoralize, intimidate, and
subjugate, esp. used as political weapon or policy, the demoralization and intimidation

produced in the way.

2.2.2 Encyclopedia

Encyclopedia Survey:

According to Encyclopedia survey of Global Terrorism

AThe ac tinits manifes expression, is an act of deadly force, directed against
an innocent victim is instrumental (a means) to the furtherance of some proximate
end, for example, the generation of fear or intense anxiety on the part of others. One
of the most déent traits of terrorism is its indiscriminate and arbitrary character.
Terrorist acts are like natural catastroptiesy strike any one, the guilty and the

i nnocent alikebo.
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences:
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences defines tesraras®

AA met hod whereby an organized group mak
through the systematic use of violence. Terroristic acts are directed against persons
who as individual agents or representatives of authority interfere with the

consummai on of the objectives of such groupc

According to the Encyclopedi a, this <conc

combat in the struggle between social groups and forces, rather than a struggle

R.K. Pruthi, 'Encyclopdia survey of global Terrorism in 2Centrury p. 20.

®  Encyclopedia of Social Sciences, vol-18, pp. 57579.



bet ween individual s. T h eves\ofi sociali gnoups @r ofe i t h e
systems of Governmento. The o6dpublicity v

the strategy of terrorism.

Af t er |l ong observation by R. K. Pruthi, i n

in 21% century stated agollows:-

Aln conclusi on, my definition of terrori:
and is prepared to put his own life in danger against a combative aronuative

target. But would add that, with a few violent and extreme exceptions, herreast

because he believes no other ways of redressing what he considers are legitimate
grievances. Let him be brought to the negotiating table, then perhaps he would see
more clearly the complexities of demands he is making and of the political stheggle

is waging. He may have to compromise a little; he may also succeed in making his
opponents compromise. But he and his children and his opponents children will be

l' iving in peace. Di alogue is compatible t
2.2.3 Scholars

1 Schmid and Jongman consider the following basic elements of terrorism to

provide this comprehensive definition:

Terrorism is an anxietynspiring method of repeated violent action, employed by
(semt) clandestine individual, group, or state actors, for idiosyncratianinal, or
political response, whereby in contrast to assassinatiorgs the direct targets of
violence are not the main targets. The immediate human victims of violence are
generally chosen randomly (targets of opportunity) or selectively (representati
symbolic targets) from a target population, and serve as message generators: Threat
and violencebased communication processes between terrorists(organizations),
imperiled) victims, and main targets are used to manipulate the main target
(audience),turning it into a target of terror, a target of demands, or a target of
attention, depending on whether intimidation, coercion, or propaganda is primarily
sought.

" R.K. Pruthi, 'Encyclopedia survey of global Terrorism ifi' Z&ntrury, p. 76.



i According to Clutterbuck

Contend that terrorism is not a tangible entity and therefaranihot be defeated in

any realistic sense. The Owar on terrori

crimed; therefore, policing is not amenal

the resurgence of terrorism in the 1960s, it is the conceptiontok r r or as cr i

not Oterror as warod6 that has primarily
democratic nation. In addition, Clutterbuck considers terrorism as a phenomenon that
is global in its range, constant in its presence and inevitabbyves the commission

of crime. Any national or international mechanism to counter terrorism must be

predicated on that understanding.
1 According to Wilkinson

Terrorism as argued by Wilkinson has a political aspect and involves acts of violence,
which intends to bring about political change by influencing the political behaviour of

governments, communities or specific groups.

He distinguishes terrorism from other elements of crime on the basis that it plans to
propagate a climate of extreme fear amoiigsaudience. The act of terror extends

beyond the immediate victim. The terrorist subjectively chooses the targets. The
target may be of a random choice or of a symbolic nature. This is dependent on the

terrorists themselves.
1 According to Alexander

Terrorism is the deliberate employment of violence or the threat to use violence by
subnational groups and sovereign states to attain strategic and political objectives.
Terrorists seek to create overwhelming fear in a target population larger than the
civilian or military victims attacked or threatened. Acts of individual and collective

terrorism committed in modern times have introduced a new breed of extralegal

I

C

6warfarebé6 in terms of threats, technol ogy



224 Nationds ResoNaidng(ON) of United

The seventh United Nations Congress BrSeptember, 1985 at Milan, Italy, adopted
an important resolution on terrorism. It calls upon the member nations to rationalize
their extradition procedures and practices and also to make laws agearssen

committing terrorist act.

The 15 Nations Resolution, has deeply concerned about the prevalence of violent
attacks against innocent persons. It expressed the impact of terrorism on the social and
economic cost of human community in internationaknoourse in the sphere of
travel, commerce and diplomatic relations. It also stated that the terrorist activities
including kidnapping and murder hijacking and attacking of hostages and destruction

of property seriously impaired freedom and political gitglof communities.

The Resolution urged the nations to strictly followed relevant conventions besides the
ordinary legal procedures in conformity with international Human Rights standards.
The nations, which have not yet become party to the multilatereventions, have

been requested to do so expeditiously.

The Resolution also calls upon all the member nations to take all appropriate
measures as recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization to prevent
violent attack and encourage thémncontinue efforts promoting strict compliance of

air security conventions and suppressing of unlawful interference with civilization. It
has requested the committee on crime prevention and control to consider development

of international measures.

Immed ately after the terroristds disrupti
issue was placed on the Agenda of General Assembly under the direction of the then
U.N. Secretary Gener al Kurt Wal dheim unde
and other fams of violence which endangers or take innocent lives or jeopardize
fundament al freedomso which was | ater on

as






